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Thebes and, during nine years unclouded by a single
disaster, made himself master of an empire extending
from the cataracts of Syene to Bokhara, and from the
Indus to the Egean Sea. It also loved to tell of the
merciless fury of his warfare as his armies harried
the vast regions of Ethiopia and Libya, of Media and
Persia, of Baktria and Scythia. The memor> of such
tremendous massacres might well set the hearts of nations
on fire for many a generation, and arouse in Cyrus, or
any other king, an insatiable craving for revenge. But
Persian tradition knew nothing of this great Egyptian
inroad; and the traditions of Egypt are in like manner
silent on those conquests of Semiramis which Assyrian
legend extended over the valley of the Nile.

But the true interest and significance of Egyptian
history may happily be disconnected from the fortunes
_ r            and the exploits of its individual kings.
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tionof           Whatever be the sequence of its dynasties,

Egypt.           one fact remajns  unshrouded by the mists

which float about its traditional chronicles. Long before
the first feeble notions of a settled order were wakened
among the Aryan tribes of the West, long even before
Mesopotamian civilisation showed its ungainly propor-
tions, the inhabitants of the valley of the Nile presented
in their wealth and organisation, in their art and science,
a marvellous sight which, more than all the vastness of
Babylon, excited in after ages the astonishment of
Herodotos. This wonderful exuberance of life, at a time
when every other land was sunk in barbarism, was the
result of the fertility of the Nile valley; and the Nile
valley was the creation of the great river which first
scooped out Us channel and then yearly filled it up with
mud. The low limestone hills, which serve as a boun-
dary to the narrow strip of luxurious vegetation on either
side of the stream, marly the course of the river as it has